2015 INTERNATIONAL SWIMMING POOL AND SPA CODE®

SECTION 305
BARRIER BEQUIREMENTS
305.1 General. The provisions of this section shall apply to
the design. of barriers for aquatic vessels. These design con-
trols are infended to provide profection agafost the potential
drowiing and near drowning by Testricting access fo such
vessels. These requiretments provide an integrated level of

Pprotection against pofential drowning fhrough fthe use of

Physical bartiers and warning devices.

Execeptions:
1. Spas and kot tubs with a Iockable safety cover that
complies with ASTM F 1346.

3052 Outdoor swimming pools aud spas. All out;ioor

aquatic vessels and indoor switmming pools shall be sm-

* rounded by a.barrier that complies with Sections 305.2.1
through 305.7. . :

305.2.1 Barrier height aud clearances. Barrer heights
and clearances shall be in accordance with all of the fol-
Towing:

1. The top of the barrier shall be not less than 48

" inches (1219 mm) above grade where measured on
the side of the bariier that Taces away from. the
agamiic vessel. Such height shall exist atomd the
entite perimster of the vessel and for a distance of 3
feet (014 mm) where meastred horizontally from
the required Barzier. :

. ‘The verfical clearance between grade and the bofitm
of the barrier shall not exceed 2 inches (51 mmn) for
grade surfaces that ate not solid, snch as prass or -
gravel, where measnred on the side of the barrier

t faces away Fom the vessel. .

. The vertical clearance between a surface below the
barder to a solid surface, such as concrete, and the
bottom. of the required barrier shall not excesd 4
inches (102 mu) where measured on the side of the
required. bartier that faces away from the vessel.

‘Whete the top of the vessel structurs is above grads,

' the Burrier shall be installed on grade or shall be
mormted on top of the vessel structnre. 'Where the

barrieris momnied on the top of the vessel, the vert-
cal clearance between the top of the vessel and the
bottom. of the barrier shall not exceed'lL inches (102

. )
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305.2.2 Openings, Openings in the barrier shall not allow
passage of a4inch (102 mm) didmeter sphere.

305.2.3 Solid barrier surfaces. Solid barrier:s that do not
have openings shall nat contain indentations or protrmsions
that form handholds and footholds, except for mormal con-
stnction tolerances and fooled masonry joimts.

305.2.4- Mesh resiratning barrier/ferce. Bogh fences,
other than chain link fences in accordance wwith Section
305.2.7, shall be installed in accordance with fhe manufac-

© torer’s instructons

1. The boitom of the mesh restraining fence dhall be
not more than 1 inch (25 mm) above the deck or
installed sorface or grade.

2. The maximnrn vertical clearance from the bottom of
the mesh fence and the soltd surface shall not permit
the fence to be lifted more than 4 inches (102 mm)

from grade or decking,

3. The fence shall be designed and constrneted so that

it does not allow passage of a 4+inch (102 mm)

sphere wmder any mesh panel. The maxirrrmm verfi-

cal clearance from the bottom of the mesh fence and

the solid surface shall not be more than 4 fnches
- (102 mm) from grade or decking. .

4. An attachment device shall aitach each barrier sec-
tion af a'height not lower than 45 inches (1143 mm)
dbove grade. Common attachment devices inchuds,
but are not limited to, devices that provide the secn./
Tity equal fo or greater than that of a hook:and-eye-
type lafch incorporating a spring-actuated retaining
lever such as a safety gate hook.

5. Where ahinged gate is used with a mesh barrier, the
gate shall comply with Section 305.3. ’

6. Patio deck slesves such as vertical post eceptacles
which are placed inside the patio snrface shall be of
amnonconduciive material. ’

7. Mesh fences shall not be used on top of on. ground.

residentinl pools.

1. Please be advised that l-am aware of the fact that a fence is required %‘cr.safety

reasans on any swimming pool aver 247 deap.
2. Iturther state that I will install a permanent fence prior o fill

[nspection required.

ing'the poal.

3. Fallure to comply with the above will result in a $2,000.00 fine.

OWW/NER:__

ADDRESS




305.2.5 Closely spaced horizomtal members. Where the
Barrier is composed of hogizontal and vertical members
and the distance betwesn the tops of the horizontal mem-
bers is less than 45 inches (1143 mm), the hodzontal
memibers shall he located on the aguatic vessel side of fthe
fence. Spacing between vertical members shall not excesd
. 1.75 inches (44 mm) in width. Where there are decorative
cutouts within vertical members, spacing within the cut-
outs shall not exceed 1.75 inches (44 mm) in width.

305.2.6 Widely spaced horizontal members. Where the
barvier is composed of horizontal and vertical members
and the distance between the tops of the horizontal mem-
bers is 45 inches (1143 mm) or mote, spacing betwesn
vertical memihets shall not exceed 4 inches (102 mim).

Where there ate decorative cufouis within, vertical mem-

bers, spacing within the cufouts shall mot exceed 1.75

inches (44 mm) in widih. : :

. 305.2.7 Chain link dimensions. The maximmm opening
formed by a chain link fence shall be not more than 1.75

inches (44 mm). Where the fence is provided with. slafs

Fastened at the top and bottom which reduces the open-
ings, such openiugs shall be not more than 1.75 inches (44

TOITL).

305.2.8 Diagonal members: Wherte the barrier is com-
posed of diagonal memibers, the maximumm opeting
Formed: by the diagonal members shall be nof moro than
1.75 inches (44 mm). The angle of diagonal members shall
not be greater than 45 degrees (0.79 rad) from vertical.

305.2.9 Clear zone. There shall be a clear zons 0f not Tess
_ than 36 inches (914 mm) aronnd the exterior of the Barrier
and aronnd any permanent structures of equipment siich as
pumps, filiers and heaters that carn be used to climb the

barrier.

365.2.10 Poolside barrier sethacks, The aguatic vessel

side of the required barrier shall be not less than 20 inches
(508 o) from the water’s edge.
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305.3 Gates. Access gates shall comply with the require-
ments of Sections 305,3.1 through 305.3.3 and shall be

equipped to accommodate a locking device. Pedesirian access
pafes shall open ontward away from the vessel amd shall be
self-closing and have 2 self-Jatching device.

305.3.1 Utility or service gafes. Gates not intended for
pedesitian use, such asmiility or service gates, shall remain
locked when motimuse. >

305.3.2 Double or multiple gates. Double gates or murlti-
ple gates shall have at least one leaf secnred i place and
the -adjacent Teaf shall be secured with a selflatching
device. The gate and barrier shall fiot have openings
larger than 7, inch (12.7 mm) within 18 inches (457 mm)
of fhe latch release mechanism, The self-latching device
shall comply with the requirements of Section 305.3.3.

305.3.3 Tatches. Where fhe release mechanism of the
selfdatching device is located less than 54 inches (1372
) from grade, the release mechanism. shall be located
on the vessel side of the gate at least 3 inches (76 mum)
below the top of the gate;and the Fate and barrier shall
nof have openings greater than Y, inch (12.7 men) within
18 inches (457 mmy) of the release mechardsm.

305.5 Onground residential pool structure as a barrier.
An onground residential pool wall structure or a bamier
mounted on top of an onground residential pool wall struc-
ture shall serve as a barrier whete all of the following condi-
tions are present: ‘

1. Where only the pool wall serves as the barrier, the bot-
tom of the wall is on grade, the top of the wall is not
less than 48 inches (1219 mm) above grade for the
entire perimeter of the pool, the wall complies with the
requirements of Section 305.2 and the pool manufac-
turer allows the wall to serve as a barrier. R

2. Where. a barrier is mounted on top of the pool wall, the
top of the barrier is not less than 48 inches (1219 mm)
« above grade for the entire perimeter of the pool, and the
wall and the barrier on top of the wall comply with the
requirements of Section 305.2. )
3. Ladders or steps tised as means of access o the pool are
surrounded by a bartier that meets the requirements

of Section 305.

305.6 Natural barriers. In the case where the pool or spa
area abuts the edge of a l‘akcrer other natural body of water,
public access is not permitted or allowed along the shoreline,
and required barriers extend to and beyond the water’s edge
not less than 18 inches (457 mmy), a barrier is not required
between the natural body of water shoreline and the pool or’
spa.

305.7 Natural topography. Natural topography that prevents
direct access to the pool or spa area shall include but not be
limited to mountains and natural rock formations. A natural
barrier approved by the governing body shall be acceptable
provided that the degree of protection is not less than the pro-
tection afforded by the requirements of Sections 305.2

through 305.5.




